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STUDENT INSTRUCTIONS AND EXAMINATION TOPIC FOR SESSION ONE:
PREWRITING DRAFTING _ (Approximately 65 MINUTES

Please follow along as your teacher reads the instructions for the wﬁting agsessment,
(Note to feachers:  Please read from the script beginning on page 20 of the 2007-2008
Nevada Fifth and Eighth Grade Proficiency Examinations in Writing Administration
Manual.)

STEP 1: INTRODUCTION TO THE WRITING TEST

You should have some blank scratch paper, lined or unlined, nurober 2 pencil(s), and this
instruction sheet on your desk. You may not have access to any materials in your desks,
backpacks, pockets, or any other personal itcms during the testing session.

Today you're going to write about an experience that you or someonc you know had with an
_awesome event. On the blank scratch paper in front of you, write down as many ideas as you can
about experiences you or someonc you know had with something that was awesome. Neither 1
nor anyone else can help you. There is to be no talking during thts time. (Give students quiet
worl time.)

Now let’s shate, as a group, some of your ideas. (The teacher will record the students’ responses
on the board or overhead.)

Now you will begin to think about what you will write. Remembet, you must write on the
followmg

Writing Prompt

We often ‘hear the p]n'ase, “That was awesome.” Think of »somethmg that has
happeued to. you or to someone you know that you feel is truly awesome. Tell what
happened. :

You have our list, and you have your own list. Decide what you want to write about. Let’s read
the prompt one more time to help you focus on your idea. (The teacher will read the prompt
again.) Now choose an idea, and write on your paper what you choose to write about.

Once you have decided what you waut to write about, think of some of the things that you might
write about the specific i_dea you have chosen. As you think of things to include in your writing,



write them down on your paper in whatever format works for you: a list, a cluster, an outline, or
any other prewriting pattern that helps you think what to include in your writing. You must do
this work on your own. No one can help you with it.

STEP 2: BEGIN WRITING YOUR ROUGH DRAFT

The teachers who score your writing will decide how well your paper does these things.

1. Ideas — Is your writing clear with enough details?

2. Organization — Does your paper have a beginning, a middie that tells things in
order, and an end?

3. Voice ~ Does your paper sound as if you really understand and care about what
you are writing? ‘ ‘

4. Conventions ~ Does your paper use sentences and have correct capital letters,
punctuation, and spelling?

Now, on the paper in front of you, use your ideas to begin your rough draft. You should begin
putting down ideas to use in your writing. Use a pencil so that you can make changes easily.
Remember that a good piece of writing uses descriptive words to give information. Try to
include details about what can be seen, heard, and felt. Organize your writing so your paper has a
beginning, a2 middle, and an end.

You should write on the idea you were given. If you do not write on the assigned idea or if
your writing is very rude or offensive, your paper will not be scored. Writing that is too
short — two or three sentences — also may not receive a score.

Remember, your final copy will need to fit on one page of the answer sheet.

You will be doing all of your writing here in class during three writing sessions, and no one can
help you during that time,



